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AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



5 In response to the notice of allowance mailed 08/30/2004, a request 
for continued examination is submitted and amendments to the 
above*identlfied application are as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which 
10 begins on page 3 of this paper. ' 



Remarks/Arguments begin on page 12 of this paper. 
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Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the title "METHOD FOR MONITORING OXIDE 
QUALITY" with the following new title: 

"METHOD OF MANOFACTURINO A SEMICONDUCTOR DfiVICE 
5 HAVING AN OXIDE LAYER- . 
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Amcndmcntg to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions^ and listings, of 
claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims; 

5 Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of manufacturing a 
semiconductor device having a tunnel oxide layer for monitoring o 
tunnel OMido layer , the method comprising: 

(a) providing a semiconductor substrate and forming at least one 
memory cell on a surface of the semiconductor substrate, the memory 

10 cell comprising a first gate, a second gate, and the tunnel oxide layer 
from top to bottom in a stack; 

(b) electrically connecting the first gate and the second gate; 

(c) applying a first gate voltage to the first gate, the first gate 
voltage being a swing time-dependent DC ramping voltage; 

15 (d). measuring a first gate leakage current of the memory cell to 

calculate a first constant from an equation; 

(e) applying a second gate voltage to the first gate, the second gate 
voltage being a swing time-dependent DC ramping voltage; 
* (f) measuring a second gate leakage current of the memory cell to 
20 calculate a second constant from the equation; 

(g) calculating a first ratio of the second constant to the first 
constant; and 

(h) performing a comparing, step to compare the value of the first 
ratio with a predetermined value. 

25 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The method of claim 1 wherein the 
semiconductor substrate is a silicon substrate of a semiconductor wafer 
and the memory cell is formed in a testing area of the semiconductor 
wafer 

3 
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Claim 3 (original): The method of claim 1 wherein the memory cell is a 
flash memory cell, the first gate and the second gate are a controlling 
gate and a floating gate of the flash memory cell respectively. 

5 

Claim 4 (original): The method of claim 1 wherein the memory ceil is a 
non-volatile memory cell, the first gate and the second gate are a 
controlling gate and a floating gate of the non-volatile memory cell 
respectively. 

10 

Claim 5 (original): The method of claim 1 wherein the quality of the 
tunnel oxide layer is degenerated to be not acceptable when the value 
of the first ratio is greater than the predetermined value. 

15 Claim 6 (previously presented): The method of claim 1 wherein the 
equation is the Fowler-Nordheim tunneling mechanism equation. 

Claim 7 (original): The method of claim 1 wherein the predetermined 
value is 10. 

20 

Claim 8 (original): The method of claim 1 wherein each constant is a . 
value corresponding to each gate voltage respectively. 

Claim 9 (previously presented): The method of claim 8 v^hercin the 
25 first constant is a , 1 value corresponding to the first gate voltage and 
the . 1 value is equal to [ {Aln(|thc first gate leakage currcnt|/ ( |the 
first gate voltage|-|a flatband voltage(Vfb)| ) ^]}-J-{A[l -i-dthe first gate 
voitagc|-|the flatband voitagej)]}] . 

30 Claim 10 (currently amended): The method of claim 8 wherein the 
second constant is a . 2 value corresponding to the second gate voltage 

4 
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and the . 2 value is equal to [{Aln[|thc second gate leakage current|/ 
(|thc second gate voltage|-|([thc]l &.naiband voltage(Vfb)l) 
-rdthe second gate voltage|-|tb6 flatband voltagej)]}] . 

5 Claim 11 (currently amended): The method of claim 8 further 
comprising the following steps when the value- of the first ratio is not 
greater than the predetermined value: 

applying a third gate voltage to the first gate, the third gate voltage 
[[isj] being a swing time-dependent DC ramping voltage; 
10 measuring a third gate leakage current of the memory cell to 

calculate a third constant from the equation; 

calculating a second ratio of the third constant to the second 
constant; and 

performing the comparing step to compare the value of the second 
15 ratio with the predetermined value. 

Claim 12 (original): The method of claim 11 wherein the steps (c) to (h) 
are repeated when the value of the second ratio is not greater than the 
predetermined value. 

20 

Claim 13 (original): The method of claim 11 wherein the quality of the 
tunnel oxide layer is degenerated to be not acceptable when the value 
of the second ratio is greater than the predetermined value. 

25 Claim 14 (previously presented): The method of claim 11 wherein the 
third constant is a * 3 value corresponding to the third gate voltage and 
the . 3 value is equal to [ {Aln[|the third gate leakage currentj/ ( |the 
third gate voltagei-|a flatband voltagc(Vfb)| ) *]}'^{ A[l+(|the third gate 
voltage|-|the flatband voltage|)]}] . 

30 

Claim 15 (currently amended): The method of claim 14 further 

5 
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comprising 0 stop for p lotting a . -V^ curve of each . value respectively 
corresponding to the first gate voltage, the second gate voltage and the 
third gate voltage versus the first gate voltage, the second gate voltage 
and the third gate voltage, and comparing a reference . -Vg curve for 
5 the unstress-induced tunnel oxide layer in the memory cell is compar e d 
with the . -Vg curve to monitor the quality of the tunnel oxide layer. 

Claim 16 (original): The method of claim 15 wherein the . -Vg curve 
comprises at least a first region (region I),' a second region (region 11)^ 
10 and a third region (region III). 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The method of claim 16 whereio'thc .' 
value within the first region is zero to represent each gate leakage 
current flowing through the first gate and the second gate in the 

IS memory cell being less than a predetermined current value, the absolute 
value of the . value within the second region increases to represent the 
stress-induced leakage current (SILC) resulting in the increase of each 
gate leakage current of the memory cell, and the . value within the 
third region crosses the reference . -Vg curve to represent a plurality of 

20 carriers being trapped by the tunnel oxide layer. 

Claim 18 (original): The method of claim 17 wherein the predetermined 
current value is 1.0x10*"A. 

25 Claim 19 (currently amended): The method of claim 8 further 
comprising o step for p lotting a . -Vg curve of each . value versus each 
gate voltage, and comparing a reference . -Vg curve for the 
unstress-induced tunnel oxide layer in the memory cell is oomporod 
with the , -Vg curve to monitor the quality of the tunnel oxide layer. 

30 

Claim 20 (original): The method of claim 1 wherein the method is 
applied to a wafer acceptance testing (WAT) equipment to' fast monitor 

6 
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the stress -induced degradation of the tunnel oxide layer in the memory 
cell. 

Claim 21 (currently amended) A method of manufacturing a 
5 semiconductor device having an oxide layer for fast mopitoring tho 
stress induc e d degFodotion of on oxid e layer by o w ofef Qocoptonoe ' 
testing (WAT) oquipmont , the method comprising: 

(a) providing a substrate, a surface of the substrate comprising the 
oxide layer and a first conductive layer disposed on the oxide layer; 
10 (b) applying a first voltage to the first conductive layer, the first 

voltage being a swing time-dependent DC ramping voltage; 

(c) measuring a first leakage current flowing through the first 
conductive layer to calculate a first proportional value from the first 
voltage, the first leakage current, and an equation, the first 

15 proportional value corresponding to the first voltage; 

(d) applying a second voltage to the first conductive layer, the 
second voltage being a swing timc-dcpendcnt DC ramping voltage; 

(e) measuring a second leakage current flowing through the first 
conductive layer to calculate a second proportional value from the 

20 second voltage, the second leakage current, and* the equation, the 
second proportional value corresponding to the second voltage; and 

(f) calculating a first ratio of the second proportional value to the 
first proportional value. 

25 Claim 22 (previously presented): The method of claim 21 wherein the 
substrate is a silicon substrate of a semiconductor wafer and the first 
* conductive layer is formed in a testing area of the semiconductor wafer. 

Claim 23 (previously presented): The method of claim 21 wherein a 
30 second conductive layer is formed between the first conductive layer 
. and the oxide layer. 

7 
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Claim 24 (previoosly presented): The method of claim 23 further 
comprising an electrically connecting step performed before* applying . 
the first voltage to the first conductive layer to electrically connect the 
first conductive layer and the second conductive layer. 

5 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The method of claim 24 wherein the 
first conductive layer and the second conductive layer are a controlling 
gate and a floating gate of a flash memory cell respectively, and the 
oxide layer is a tunnel oxide layer of the flash memory cell. 

10 

Claim 26 (currently amended): The method of claim 24 wherein the 
first conductive layer is a controlling gate of a non*volatile memory 
cell, the second conductive layer is a floating gate of the non-volatile 
memory cell, and— the oxide layer is a tunnel oxide layer of the 
IS non«volatile memory cell. 

Claim 27 (previously presented): The method of claim 21 wherein the 
first conductive layer is a gate of a metal-oxide>semiconductor (MOS) 
transistor, the oxide layer is a gate oxide layer of the MOS transistor. 

20 

Claim 28 (previously presented): The method of claim 21 further 
comprising a comparing step to compare the value of the first ratio with 
a predetermined value. 

25 Claim 29 (previously presented): The method of claim 28 wherein the 
quality of the oxide layer is degenerated to be not acceptable when the 
value of the first ratio is greater than the predetermined value. 

Claim 30 (original): The method of claim 28 wherein the predetermined 
30 value is 10. 

Claim 31 (previously presented): The method of claim 21 wherein the 

8 
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equation is the FowIer*Nordbeiin tunneling mechanism equation. 

Claim 32 (previously presented): The method of claim 28 wherein each 
proportional value is a . value corresponding to each voltage 
5 respectively. 

Claim 33 (previously presented): The method of claim 32 wherein the 
first proportional value is a . 1 value corresponding to the first voltage 
and the . 1 value is equal to [ { AIn[|the first leakage current|/( [the first 
10 voltage|-|a flatband voltage(Vfb)l) H\^hc first voltag6|-|the 

flatband voltage |)]}] . 

Claim 34 (currently amended): The method of claim 32 wherein the 
second proportional value is a . 2 value corresponding to the second 
15 voltage and the . 2 value is equal to [{Aln[|the second leakage 
current|/(|thc second voltage|-|[(the]) a_flatband voltage(Vfb)l) ^]}-5'{A 
[l-r(|the second voltage|-|the flatband voltagej)]}] . 

Claim 35 (currently amended): The method of claim 32 further 
20 comprising the following steps wheo the value of the first ratio' is not 
greater than the predetermined value: 

applying a third voltage to the first conductive layer, the third 
voltage [[is]] being a swing time-dependent DC ramping voltage; 

measuring a third leakage .current flowing through the first 
25 conductive layer; 

calculating a third proportional value from the third voltage, the 
third leakage current, and the equation, the third proportional value 
corresponding to the third voltage; 

calculating a second ratio of the third proportional value to the 
30 second proportional value; and 

performing the comparing step to compare the value of the second 

9 
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ratio with the predetermined value. 

Claim 36 (original): The method of claim 35 wherein the steps (b) to (f) 
are repeated when the value of the second ratio is not greater than the 
5 predetermined value. 

Claim 37 (original): The method of claim 35 wherein the quality of the 
oxide layer is degenerated to he not acceptable when the value of the 
second ratio is greater than the predetermined value. 

Claim 38 (previously presented): The method of claim 35 wherein the 
third proportional value is a . 3 value corresponding to the third voltage 
and the . 3 value is equal to [ {Aln[|tbe third leakage current)/ ( jthe 
third voltage|-|a flatband voltage(Vfb)| ) ^]} ^ { A (|the third 
15 voltage|-|the flatband voltage!)]}] . 

Claim 39 (currently amended): The method of claim 38 further 
comprising a st e p for p lotting a . -V curve of each . value respectively 
corresponding to the first voltage, the second voltage and the third 
20 voltage versus the first voltage, the second voltage and the third 
voltage, and comparing a reference . -V curve for the unstress-induced 
oxide layer is oomparod w ith the . -V curve to monitor the quality of 
the oxide layer. 

25 Claim 40 (previously presented): The method of claim 39 wherein the 
. -V curve comprises at least a first region (region I)» a second region 
(region fl), and a third region (region III). 

Claim 41 (currently amended): The method of claim 40 wherein the . 
30 value within the first region is zero to represent each leakage current 
flowing through the first conductive layer being less than a 
predetermined current value, the absolute value of the . value within 

10 
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the second region increases to represent the stress-induced leakage 
• current (SILC) resulting in the increase of each leakage curreot flowing 
through the first conductive layer* fiiuL-the . value within the third 
region crosses the reference . -V curve to represent a plurality of 
5 carriers being trapped by the oxide layer. 

Claim 42 (original): The method of claim 41 wherein the predetermined 
current value is l.OxlO'^^A. 

10 Claim 43 (currently amended): The method of claim 32 further 
comprising o - a t e p * fog -plotting a . curve of each . value versus each 
voltage^ and comparing a reference . -V curve for the unstress-induced 
oxide layer io oomporod w ith the . -V curve to monitor the quality of 
the oxide layer. 

15 
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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 
1. Request for continued examination: 

5 

The Applicant respectfully requests continued examination of the 
above-indicated application as per 37 CFR §1.114. 



2., Amendments to the specification: 

10 

The title of the present application is amended to correspond with 
the amendments to the claims so as to be clearly indicative of the 
invention to which the claims arc directed. No new matter is introduced 
by the amendments in the specification. Allowance of the amended 
IS specification is respectfully requested. 

3. Amendments to the claims: 

In claims 1 and 21, the preambles thereof are amended to 
20 emphasize the outstanding feature of the present iDvention is to 
introduce the steps for monitoring the quality of an oxide layer into the 
method of manufacturing a semiconductor device having the oxide 
layer. These amendments are entirely supported by the disclosure. For 
example, paragraph [0004] recites that the semiconductor devices 
25 include MOS transistors, non-volatile memory and flash memory. 
Paragraph (0021 j recites that the present invention examines the oxide 
layer quality with an in-line monitor. Paragraph [0033] recites the steps 
for forming the semiconductor devices in both a testing area and a 
normal product area. In addition* paragraphs [0034] and [0048] further 
30 recite that the steps of providing swing time-dependent DC ramping 
voltages and measuring leakage currents are performed in a production 
line. It is obvious that the steps for monitoring the pxide layer quality 

12 
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can be totroduced into the method of manufacturing the semiconductor 
devices according to the present application. Consideration of the 
amended claims 1 and 21 is respectfully requested. 

5 Claims 10, 11, 15, 17, 19, 26, 34, 35, 39, 41, and 43 are amended 

to correct minor grammatical informalities identified in the claims. No 
new matter is introduced. Allowance of the amended claims is 
respectfully requested. 

10 As claims 2-20 and 22-43 are dependent upon the amended claims 1 

and 21, they should be allowed if the amended claims 1 and 21 are 
allowed. Consideration of claims 2-20 and 22-43 is therefore requested. 



15 Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 2004m/l. 



20 Winston Hsu, Patent Agent No. 41,526 
P.O. BOX 506 
Merrifleld,VA 22116 
U.S.A. 

Voice Mail: 302-729-1562 
25 Facsimile: 806-498-6673 

e-mail : winstonhsu@naipo.com 

(Please contact me by voice mail if you need a telephone communication.) 
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